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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOAKD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During o Loeal Pleasure Flight

An accident which ocourred approximetely one mile east of Conner
Field, Quartzsite, Araisona, about 2:50 p.m. on Janucry 23, 9Ly, re-
sulted in fotal injurees to Student Pilots George Frederick
Messersmith and Relph Hubert Wright., Messersmith had accumulated
opproximctely L1 solo hours, all in the type plame involved. Wraght
hod flown 106 solo hours, all in light mircraft, The sircraft, o
Fleet 2, NC 238H, owned by J. Born and G. F, Messersmith, was
demolished.

Messersmith and Wright took off from Conner Field about 2:30 pem.
on o loeal pleasure flight, with Messersmith occupying the recr seat,
About 20 minutes later witnesses observed the cirer=ft enter a right
spin at an altitude of spproximately 3500 feet, nbout one mile east of
thacaarport. This spain continued until the plane struck the ground on
1ts right wang tip, nose and landing gewr at an ongle of about 70%%.

Examination of the wreckage reveanled no evidence of failure of
any part of the nireraft prior to the nccident ond the monner 1n which
the propeller blades were broken indicated thot considerable power
wos being developed at the time of imprcts Dual controls were installed
and operotive, Neither of the occupants was equipped with o parachute.

The log books of both Messersmith and Wright covered thear flightt
time only ond contanined no entries os to what, 1f any, spin mmstruction
ei1ther had received. It 15 not kncwn which of the two students was
piloting the planc at the time of the ccecident, DMNessersmith, co-owner
of the aireralt involwved, had accumulated oll of his flying experieunce
m 1t and was familiar wath its operation; wherecs Wraight had
nccumulated considerably more fliaght time but had mever flown a Fleet.
Therefore, after the plane enteored the spin, at 15 questionable just
wh2eh pilot would feel best qucelified to effect recovery, and there is-
o possibilaty that both pilots were on the controls ot the sams time,

The probable cause of this cecident wons failure to recover from 4
sp1n, for reasons not determained,
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